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For clients, Home Project
Pattners looks deep into how the
comgractor will treat the customer.
Interviews with five or more refer-
ences last for 15-20 minutes, said
Lawrence, and he finds out
specifics such as whether or not the
contractor calls if he will be late.
Current licensing and insurance is
also required and Home Project
Partners updates their files every

two veirs, Clients are usually sent
information about three contractors
who Lawrence believes will fit the
job, and the final decision is that of
the client. Home Project Parmers
assures that contractors will contact
the clients within two business
days.

“It’s & good feeling type of busi-
ness,” said Lawrence. “We elimi-
nate the guesswork.”

Plumbers, electricians, archi-
tecls, excavators, painting and sev-
eral other home renovation and

repair- related services are availuble
through Home Project Partners. If a
client requests a service that is nol
currently offered by any of the con-
tractors in the referral network,
Lawrence will go through the
process of interviewing lo screen
workers who provide that service.

Mow serving York and
Cumberland Counties, Lawrence
plans to extend the referral compa-
ny by adding more contractors in
the Sanford and Kennebunk areas,
Contractors are required to goaran-
tee their work and sign onto a Home
Project Partners code of ethics,
Muost of the contractors are individ-
uals or small companies of five or
less, said Lawrence, though some
are larger,

Lawrence's advice for home-
owners is to have patience, Projects
should be planned about six months
in advance, as contractors are often
booked for months abead, and plans

should be solidified so that esti-
mates will be comparable. Home
Project Partners acts as a medialor
between the contractor and client
and helps to keep communication
upen.

“We monitor the project from
start to finish,” said Lawrence.

Future plans include & Web site
with comments from real people,
possibly with ratings on different
contractors. In the meantime,
Lawrence can be reached by phone
at (207) 929-6981 or e-mail at pro-
Jekpartner@ yahoo.com.

Lawrence would also like to
offer a newsletter with suggestions
from contractors on how Lo prepare
for a job. For now, Home Project
Pariners is focusing on connecting
guality home repair professionals
with Southern Maine clients, lessen-
ing the chances for the expensive
misiake of choosing a poor contruc-
tor.




